FIVE MILLIONS, 


% 


In REGARD to 


Taxes, Trade, Law, Lawyers, &c. 


ADDRESSED TO 


TheGuardians of Our Liberty. 


Interdum Vulgus Rectum videt. Hog, 


Libertate Populi oppreſſa Nibil, 
eſt quod ſperent amplius. Cie. 


Make us Free, You'll find us Brave. 
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FIVE MILLIONS 


FAIRLY STATE D. 


N NN M E, the Five Millions, oppreſſed and 
X w A rendered miſerable by the Weight 


of Taxes, which have been grow- 

IN ing upon us for the laſt Three- 
ſcore Years, bear a great Proportion to the 
Number of Inhabitants in this Iſland. And 
though, thro* Pride or Inattention, thoſe of 
A 2 higher 


If it appears that the Arguments, exhibited in this Per form- 
ance, come recommended by Truth and Reaſon, and are agreeable 
ro the Nature and Relation of Things, they will, it is hoped, be 
countenanced by all Men of Diſcernment, Public-Spirit, and Ge- 
nerofity. If they are not conducive to the Intereſt and Well-being 
of Society, it is a Duty incumbent upon every uſeful Member of 
the Community, to point out the miſtakea Principles on which 
mey are founded. 


. 
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higher Stations may look with the utmoſt 
Contempt upon us, and imagine that they 
are inveſted with an arbitrary, uncontrolable 
Authority over us; tho” their Actions too 
often ſhew that they conſider themſelves as 
independant ; yet their Pomp and external 
Greatneſs depend entirely upon our Induftry. 
Take away the Sweat of our Brows, and the 
Advantages ariſing from our Labor, our Su- 
periors will immediately find themfelves in a 
more uncomtortable Condition than thoſe of 
the loweſt Stations. 


Urox our Induſtry depends the firſt, as 
well as the farther Advancement of every 
Branch of Trade. Part of us expole Our— 
ſelves to the Dangers of the Sea, to carry off 
the Superfluities of this Nation, and to bring 
back the Products of all the known Countries 
in the World. And the Glory which this 
Kingdom formerly acquired by the Ule of 
Arms, was principally owing to our Courage 
and Bravery. 


Tusk national Benefits will ever be in 
Proportion to our Number; and our Num- 
ber will always, in every Country, be in Pro- 
portion to the Freedom that is given us to 
exerciſe our natural Powers in ſuch Manner as 

our 
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our Genius and Inclinations ſhall lead us 70 
chiſe and to filiotv. 


Turst Reflections ſhould engage our Su- 
pertors to treat us with Humanity, and to 
grant us all the Privileges, which the Laws 
of Nature preſcribe. 


Bur what is our preſent unhappy State? 
We are not allowed to follow ſuch Employ- 
ments as the Exigencies of the Kingdom re- 
quire. Our accun alated Taxes, and other 
Reitraints on our Induſtry diſable us. The 
Former by enhancing the Price of the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life; and the latter by making 
us idle, and corrupting our Morals. 


We therefore pray, that You will take our 
diſtreſſed State into Your Conſideration, and 
that You will remove the Occaſions of our 
Complaint. 


Tak off Taxes from the Neceſſaries of 
Life, and grant us that Liberty to which all 
Mankind have an indubitable Right. 


IT has unluckily been a prevailing Opinion, 
that too great a Degree of Liberty has made 
the Common People of England proud, and 


corrupted their Morals. But it is very eaſy 
to 


- 
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to ſhew tliat this, in common with moft 
other general Opinions, is very erroneous. This 
will appear from a right Definition of Liberty, 
and an Induction of a few Facts, the Noto- 
riety of which cannot be contradicted. 


Tur Author of the SHrrit of Lutes has de- 
baed Liberty, by ſaying, that It conſiſts 
«<< in 2 People's having the Power of doing 
„ all that they ought to chuſe, and in not 
being conſtrained to do that, which they 
% ought not to chuſc.“ 


Civirt ListrTyY conſiſts in a Freedom from 
all unnatural Reltraints. For whether Man be 
conſidered as under the Law of Nature only, 
or in Civil Society, he cannot be ſaid to en- 
joy true or perfect Liberty, it his moral 
Freedom be reſtrained. It ſhould therefore 
be the great End of. every Government to 
aſlert this Right to the mcaneſt of its Sub- 
jects ®, No Government or Society can, 
x ghout doing Violence to the Laws of Na- 
ture, deprive us f the Right or Power of 
exerciliny thoſe Talents or Abilities, with 
wich God originally endowed us, for the 
moſt excellent Purpote of promoting the 
Havpincls of cur Kind. And 
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Axp whatever Legiſlature aſſumes to itlelt 
the Power of limiting the natural and mo- 
ral Freedom of Man, acts, in ſuch Inſtances, 
not only contraty to the Laws of Nature, 
but in Oppoſition to the Public good. For 
the free Application of theſe Powers has a 
natural Tendency to promote the Spirit of 
Induſtry ; whatever incites to Induftry muſt 
allo facilitate and accelerate the Motion ot 


the great Wheels which promote the Intereſt 
and Good of the Public. 


Trovcn the Civil Government of this 
K m was inſtituted principally to ſe- 
cure to us the five Millions, the Enjoyment 
of their Freedom“; though every Legiſla- 
ture is confined to the Entorcement ot this 
natural Right; yet the L--ve Power of th--$ 
Na---on has frequently contradicted this great 
Law of Nature, by enacting L s; which 
reſtrain Moral Induſtry, which check and 


prevent the Growth, the Wealth and Power 
of our Country. 


Bur Riches and Honors cannot raiſe their 
Poſſeſſors above the Reſtraints of Virtue and 
the Laws of Nature; which require the Hu- 

manity 


* Tho" one great Deſign of the Magna Charta of our Rights and 


Properties, was to protect thoſe Liberties and Freedoms which 
belong to our Birthright» 


+ Si quis fuerit diſſeiſitus vel elongatus per pos de Libertat bus 
vel Jure ſuo, ſtatim ea ei reſtituemus. Magn, Chu. Lit. e 


3 
manity and Condeſcenſion from the moſt 
Powerful to thoſe of the loweſt Degree. And 
though to the weak or unthinking Part of our 
Superiors We, the five Millions, appear in- 
ſignificant ; yet are we and you Members of 
the ſame Body, both mutually dependent, 
and therefore Objects of each other's Cale, 
*Tis an inexpreſſible Hardſhip upon us, to 


whoſe Labour and Fatigue his Majeſty, the 


Nobility and Gentry are indebted for all the 
Neceſlaries, all the Conveniences and Elegan- 
cics of Life, that we are not at Liberty to 
apply our Induſtry to the uſeful Purpoſes, 
which our Genius directs and inclines us to 
perſue. Tis to be delivered from theſe 
Hardſhips, and the deplorable Miſeries in 
which they have involved us, that we apply 
to you. We petition you neither for Places 
of Profit and Emoluments to add to the 
immenſe national Debt, and of Courſe to 
haſten the Ruin of our Country; nor do we 
covert the boaſted Privilege of perjuring our- 
ſelves and beggaring our Families by enjoying 
the licentious Power of electing the Mem- 
bers of the H e of C Ss. Let the 
llaviith Fools of the mercenary Betrayers of 
this Wretched, abandoned Country, enjoy thoſe 
Cauſes of Corruption, and of every Kind of 
Vice and Immorality. We envy them not. 
All that we deſire is the free Ule of thoſe 

Powers 
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Powers and Talents, which God gave us to- 
gether with our Being, that we may contri- 
bute by a laborious and unrewarded Induſtry 
to the Payment of that heavy Debt, which 
will otherwiſe, too ſoon overload our finking 
State, 


Suat off our unnatural Reſtrictions, and 
we will, by cultivating the Arts of Peace, 
reſtore the Contentment and Proſperity, the 
Power and Glory of PBr:iain, and once more 
enable her to ſtrike an awful Terror into 
thoſe very People, who now inſult and conſi- 
der her as inglorious. 


We are perſuaded that the Well-fare and 
Honour of this Nation are the main Objects 


of your Care and Endeavours. We hope 


therefore that you will take the Natural, 
which are ever the only efficacious Means, of 
obtaining thoſe Ends. The fkilful and ſa- 
gacious Phyſicians, in the Cure of the moſt 
dangerous Maladies and Diſeaſes, diligently 
obſerves and aſſiſts the Efforts of Nature. 
And if the Phyſician of the Body Politic 
would rectify the Diſorders of the State, he 
muſt proceed in the fame Manner. 


Mosr of the Laws of this Kingdom are 
founded upon Principles, which contradict 
B thoſe 


1 
thoſe of Nature and the true Intereſt of So- 
ciety. Can any Thing be more oppoſite to 
Reaſon and Common Senſe than that Law 
which prohibits our following thoſe Trades, 
to which we have not ſerved a regular Ap- 
prenticeſhip of ſeven Years? Children are 


frequently, through the Inconſideration, Par- 


tiality or Poverty of their Parents, put to 
Trades or Buſineſſcs to which they have nei 
ther Inclination nor Capacity. Yet if as 
they grow up they diſcover- quid ſeræ recuſant, 
guid valeant Humeri. 

And find in themſelves a more natural Diſ- 
poſition for Trades or Profeſſions to which 
they have not been bound in a legal Manner; 
they muſt again comply with the abſurd Laws 
provided for that worſt of Purpoſes, and un- 


dergo the Hardſhips of another Servitude, 


or trudge on in a Buſineſs to which they 
have an Averſion, as well becauſe Nature 
never deſigned them for it, as that it is not 
in their Power to make a tolerable, not to 
ſay a decent Proviſion for their Families 
by it. What a Reproach is it to the Legiſla- 
ture, what a Loſs to the Kingdom that Mil- 
lions, who would excell in different Arts or 
Trades, were they at Liberty to exerciſe their 
reſpective Powers and Faculties, are not ſuffer- 
ed to employ themlelves for the benefit of their 
Feilow- creatures ? 1 he deplorable Caſe of the 


ingenious 
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ingenious F. 7 avlor who, for making a Pait 


of Breeches in a large City, of which he was 
not a Freeman, was treated with ſo much 
Ignominy, is too well known to be repeated. 
© When he was not allowed to work, he 
© begged: Upon which he was taken up; 
* and after receiving a ſevere Reprimand, 
* he was ordered to quit the Town. On 
„the Day of his Diſmifſion he ſtole a Halt- 


penny Loaf to appeaſe his craving Appe- 


e tite and keep himſelf from ſtarving. He 
* was once more taken into Cuſtody, and 
„ whipped. He then crawled out of the 
„City, and made this ſevere, though juſt 
Reflection, what will become of that Coun- 
& try, whoſe Laws reſtrain Induſtry, and con- 
* demn the uſeful Subject in common with the 
&« Jorthleſs, the Vagrant and the Thief?” Is 
it to be wondered, when People are not al- 
lowed to carn their daily Bread by honeſt 
Labour, that our Artificers ſeek a Livelihood 
in foreign Climes, that our Country Towns 
and Pariſhes are burthened with the Offspring 
of Sloth and Idleneſs, that our Metropolis 
and other Cities are peſtered with Street-rob- 
bers and Cut-throats? Is it to be wondered 
that the Price of Labour is dearer in this than 
in any other Country, that we are underſold 
in foreign Markets, that every Branch of our 
Trade daily loſes Ground, that our Colonies 

SS: are 
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ate plundered, ravaged and laid Waſte, that 
our Credit ſinks at Hom: and Abroad, and 
that we are deſpiſed by the paltry Knights of 
Malta and the Pyratical States? 


NoTtring can avert the imminent Dangers 
which now threaten this Nation, but the Re- 
moval of all unnatural Reſtraints. Occa- 
ſonal Expedients may be productive of mo- 
mentary Conveniencies, buz never of real 
and laſting Benefits. They are indeed, 
more Tampering and Quackery. To the 
undiſcerning Part of Mankind they may ap- 


pear plauſible. But the ſagacious Few can 


ſee through the thin Diſguiſe. 


Iv a Complication of dangerous Diſeaſes 
the experienced Phyſician never directs flow 
Alteratives. He is ſure to preſcribe ſome 
powerful and approved Medicine. Would 
you reſtore our Health and Vigour? Reſtore 
to us that Liberty, of which thoſe of our 
Station have, for many Centuries been, to 
the great Detriment of the Public, moſt un- 
juſtly deprived: Teach us, by your own 
powerful * Example to be virtuous, and you 
will find it unneceſſary to have Recourſe 
to thoſe little and deſpicable Arts, which 
« o9 by the Name of Nate Maxims and Ca- 
«© pinet Myſteries.” | 

*Tis 
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Tis owing to theſe Reſtrictions that the 
Generality cf Journeymen ſpend half their 
Time in Ale-houles, always to the Prejudice 
and ſometimes to the Ruin of their Families. 
This makes the Price of Labour and of all 
our Manufactures exorbitant. Hence the 
chief Caute of Debauchery and Riot, of Bri- 
bery and Corruption, and of the other Diſ- 
orders of the Body Politic. Remove the 
Cauſe of theſe Evils, annul the th of Eliza- 
beth ; reſtore to us the free Power of exer- 
ciſing whatever honeſt Trades our Inclina- 
tions and Capacities direct us to follow ; let 
us be at full Liberty to do this in whatever 
Part of the Kingdom we ſhall chule to ſettle, 
and you will not only make us more chear- 
ful in our reſpective Employments, and much 
better diſpoſed to diſcharge all the Duties in- 
cumbent upon us; but allo enable us, by our 
Diligence and Induſtry, to deſtroy the Com- 
binations ſo prejudicial to the Public. We 
will bring all thoſe uſeful Arts, which contri- 
bute to the Pleaſure, to the Profit ard Im- 
provement of Mankind, to the greateſt Per- 
fection. We ſhall by theſe natural Means, 
without the diſguſtful Expedient of a Gene- 
ral * Naturalization Bill, reduce the Price of 

Labour, 


* It is not unknown, “ ſays the Declaration of the Czar of 
% Mutcovy, fer enceuraging Trade ard Commerce, that we, at 
« out 


14 | 
Labour, extend our Trade, and ot Contr 
quence diminiſh the National Debt; we (all 
correct the Morals of our Fellow Sub;-ct:; 
and render them of the utmoſt Importance to 


the Public. 


Pay a proper Regard to theſe Requeſts 
and Petitions of a diſtreſſed and injured 
People, and we will ſing your Prailes in the 
moſt grateful Accents; we will call you the 
Fathers, and, if we may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion, the Savicurs of your Country. We 
will acknowledge, with the warmeit Gratitude; 
this wonderful and unexpected Deliverance 
to be the greateſt Earthly Bleſſing, and a 
great Means of ſecuring to us the ſtill great- 
er ones of Heaven. We will be loyal to our 
King; we will fight his Battles, and defend 
him, under God, from all his Enemies. 


— Make us free, you'll find us brave. 
Havixc 


« Acceſſion to the Crown aboliſhed the old Cuſtom, that denied 
« Foreigners a Free Entry into our Dominions : Therefore we not 
* only herewith confirm that Act, but extend this Privilege to 
« Foreigners, in ſuch a Manner, that every one, who Travels 
« hither, ſhall not only paſs free of all Expences to the very City 
© where we reſide, but likewiſe have all the Safety he requires 
« ſecurcd to him. Officers coming kither ſhall not be hindered 
« gr moleſted in any Manner, but rather treated with alt Goodwill 
«© and Humanity, Likewite all Traders or Merchants, that are 
« inclined to come and ſettle with us, and all Artiſts, ſhall be re- 
4% ceived with Marks of Favour, nor, if they differ from us u 
*« their religious Opinions, provided they are Chriſtians, ſhall they 


« be interrupted either in ther private or public Exerc.is of Re- 


„ hgicn, but be ſecured ata garded again any Moleftation, 


* 
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Havixc received the foregoing Caſe from 
one of the five Millions, who is confeſſedly 
the moſt induſtrious and beſt Workman in 
the City of ; but who, by not being 
a Freeman thereof, is frequently without any 
Employment, and his Family thereby re- 
duced to great Diſtreſs, I cannot avoid ad- 
ding {ſomething in Favor of thoſe unhappy 
Pertons. I will therefore endeavour to point 
out ſome farther Methods by which they may 
be greatly relieved, and the Kingdom in ge- 
neral much benefited at the ſame Time. 


Havinxc laid before you the great Hard- 
ſhips, under which the Labour, and the many 
Diſadvantages and Loſſes, which the Public 
ſuffers on Account of the Infringements, 
which the Laws have made upon their Liber- 
ty; I ſhall now proceed to ſhew that our 
heavy Taxes and Exciſes, together with the 
incredible Expence that attends the Collecting 
them, are another Grievance, which reſtrains 


their Induſtry, and calls loudly for a Re- 
dreſs. | 


Tus voluntary luxurious Livers, and the 
Confumers of thoſe Commodities which are 
not ablolutely neceſſary to aſſiſt the carrying 
on any uſetul Branch of Buſineſs, and ara 


im- 
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imported from Countries that are our own 
Rivals in Trade, are the only People, except 
Publicans, who ought to be taxed. 


Bur there is no Rank or Station, no Com- 
modity that is not taxed in this Kingdom, 
And yet, if the Proviſions and Conveniencies, 
neceſſary to the comfortable Support and Pre- 
ſervation of the inferior Claſs, are burthened 
with heavy Taxes, the Price of Labour and 
Manufactures mult be greatly enhanced, and 
the Exports proportionably diminiſhed. But 
the Manufactures of this Kingdom, on Ac- 
count of our accumulated Taxes, and other 
Reſtraints on Induitry, are dearer than thoſe 
of all other Countries, who are our Rivals in 
Trade. So that our Exports, viz. our 
Trade has decreaſed reciprocally as our Du- 
ties have been increaſing. 


As therefore the Power and Happineſs of 


| every Country depends upon its Trade ; and 


Trade will ſtagnate, or flow out of its wonted 
Channel wherever it 1s obſtructed ; and as 
the various Impoſts are great Obſtructions 
and Hindrances to the free Circulation of all 
uſeful Branches of Trade and Commerce ; 
it is therefore the Buſineſs of all Govern- 
ments to uſe their beſt Endeavours to remove 
ſuch Obſtructions, by levying and collecting 

the 


„ 
tlie Taxes, negeſſary to make up the Exigen- 
cies of tlie State, in the eaſteſt and moit na- 
tural Manner. 


Tao” it were not a difficult Taſk to exhibit 

a Scheme, which would prove of incredible 
Benefit to the Community, was it ſubſtituted 
in the room of our prelent * prepoſterous 
Method of Taxing, yet ſhall I content my- 
{elf with mentioning our Grievances and 
C Complaints 


* Itis not in the Power of Man to deviſe worſe Taxes, or more 
pernicious Methods of collecting them, than what in many In- 
fances ſub; at preſent. Many of the Taxes are laid upon the 
MNeceflurics of Lite, and more than an Army of Cuſtom-houſe and 
Exciſe- Offers are emploved to coilect them: All which Cir- 
cumſtances enhance the Price of 0:7 Imports as well as Exports, 
and conſequently greatly tend to the Ruin of our Trade, And im- 
menſe as the Revenue arifing from tuch Taxes ovght to be; yet it 
has been found inſifFcient to defray the Expence. of Covernment. 
But theſe Grievances are the molt tolerable of all thoſe attending 
this preg ofterous Niethed of Taxing. How does it open the Flood- 
fates of an impetuous Torrent of fraudulent Practices, more eſpe=- 
cially Perjury, than which there is not a Crime of greater Guilt ? 
A mere advantageous Scheme, not altogether unlike that of Sir 
Matlcw Dect:r's, might be propoſed ; which would exempt the 
Laboricus from every Tax; by which the landed Intereſt, and all 
the uſeful Members of the Community, would be confiderable 
C:iners. I know no Claſs who would be mercenary enough to in- 
finuate that ſuch a Scheme is unfair, unequal, or impracticable, 
except greedy and inſatiable Uſurers, or thoſe who have ren- 
dered themſelves ignominious by wearing a M | Livery. And 
theſ: Objections will be ſufficiently precluded by the following Ob- 
ſervation : "Tis incumbent upon all Individuals, who are poſſeſſed 
of Property, to contribute towards the Preſervation of that Pro- 


perty. Pur if theſe greedy Wretches partake of the Benefits of 
Society, the Society of which they are Members has the ſtrongeſt 


Claim to a Share of thoſe Profits, which are ſecured to them by its 
Clemeney and Form of Government, 
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Complaints in the Language of a diſtreſſed 
People. 


Tur is no Country, under Heaven, 
where the Neceſſaries of Lite are taxed ſo hea- 
vily, and ſo much to the Diladvantage of 
Trade as ours, Salt, that gives a grate- 
ful Flavor to our homely Food, and 
prevents the Putridity of our Juices ; Soap, 
without which Cleanlineſs and Health can 
neither be ſecured or preſerved ; Candles, 
that ſupply us with Light when the Sun has 
quitted our Hemiſphere; nay even this 
glorious Luminary, which the bountiful 


God of Nature has beſtowed upon all Men 


indiſcriminately; Malt, and the Liquids ex- 
tracted from it, which are the ſalutiferous 
Vehicles of our different Aliments ; Coals, 
that defend us from the terrible Effects of 
ſevere and inclement Seafons, and prepare 
the various Meats and Drinks for the Grati- 
fication of our Appetites, for our Nouriſh- 
ment, and the Support of our Lives; 
Leather for our Shoes and Gloves, without 
which we ſhould aukwardly and very inet- 
fectually perform many of the Offices that ſo 
eminently contribute towards rendering Life 
comfortable and happy. All theſe eſſen- 
tial Neceſſaries are loaded with heavy 
Taxes ; the Gathering of which, and the 

many 


„ 

many Taxes, Duties and Exciſes, are at- 
tended with a vaſt Expence. Evils theſe 
of a very dreadful Nature, and the Authors 
of them are ſtill the more unpardonable, 
clpecially if ic be true, that many of 
theſe Offices are Appointments made by for- 
mer M s with the ſcandalous Deſign of 
{ſtrengthening their Intereſt by multiply- 
ing the Number of their abject, dependent 
Creatures. I can think of no Epithet but 
what muſt deſcribe the Guilt of theſe * Mon- 
ſters in too favourable a Light. Wherever 
Places are thus calculated to promote private 
and ſelfiſh Views, the true Intereſt of ſuch a 
Country will ever be neglected. Venal, mer- 
cenary Wretches will grow rich and live in 
an ignominious Splendor, whilſt, at the ſame 
Time, the Honeſt and Induſtrious are re- 
duced to a State of Vaſſalage and Slavery; 
the public Credit fails, and the Nation falls 
a Sacrifice. | 


THERE are many more Taxes of which I 
ſhall make no mention. But before I have 
done with this Subject there is one Tax, which 
muſt not eſcape unnoticed. Is there a Coun- 
try in the World, beſides Great- Britain, that 

C 2 taxes 

* Are there not Contractors, Sc. Sc. for furniſhing the Navy 


with Proviſions, tho” there is a Board of Commiſſioners with good 
' Salaries appointed for that, and no other Purpoſe ? 
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taxes every Kind of Grain? But a Bounty 
upon exported Corn is the worſt Kind of 
Tax. It makes Bread, which, by a Subl:- 
mity of Expreſſion, is called the Staff of 
Life, a dear and ſcarce Commodity to our 
own People, and a cheap and plentitul one 
to Foreigners. If this INand was a Province 
to ſome more powerful Kingdom, the Con- 
queror could not impoſe a ſeverer Law upon 
us. The Language of his Edict would be 
to this Purpoſe. Till and ſexw the Ground; 
reap and threſh your Cern in Safety. We only 
defire to eat Breed made of this Cora, and to 
drink the Liquors extraced from it, upen cheaper 
Terms than you do. Theſe, and theſe cnly are 
the Fruits, which we ce frem our Conqueſts. 
Such an Edict may at firſt Sight appear very 
mild and gentle; but muſt end in the Ve- 
ſtruction of the Conqusicd Country.“ 


Is former Reians Proclumations have 
been iſſued to cmpowrr Commiſſioners to 
purchaſe Corn tor public Magazines, when 


* 


Wheat fell below Sixteen Shillings a 


Comb, Rye below nine, and Barley below 


eight. 

tee When we ſee a Government, fiys the © lebrated F 
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cht. There are ſeveral Countries in“ 
Europe that have Granaries erected for the 
ſame Purpoſe. If at the fame Time the Sub- 
jects have free Power to fend their Corn to what 
Market they pleaſe, whether Abroad or at 
Home, theſe Public Store-houſes will infalli- 
bly have their Uſe. But to give a Bounty to 
raiſe the Price of Cora to our own People, 
and to make it cheaper to thoſe of other 
Countries is peculiar to the Exgliſb Syſtem of 
Laws and Policy, and is, even of theſe Laws, 
the molt extraordinary. 


IT may be objected by thole, who have 
not accuſtomed themlelves to think upon the 
Subject of Trade, that Corn would be a Glut, 
and could never be exported, if the Bounty was 
token off. To which I anſwer, as Corn would 
be conſiderably cheaper, the Price of Labour 
would be greatly reduced. By which Means 
the Parmers would carry on their Improve- 
ments upon eaſier Terms, and with greater 
Spirit, and conſequently grow greater Quan- 
tities of the different Sorts of Grain. Bur if 
we ſhould grow greater Quantities of Corn, 
our Quantity of Exported Corn would be 
proportionably greater. For the Quantity of 
every Manufacture that is exported, will be 

greater 


„ „ The Granaries eſtabliſhed at Cenea become a Public Re- 
« ſcurce in bad Years, we read in the Front of the Edifice this 
« juit and beautiful Inſcription Ait et ditat. 


„ 
greater or leſs in Proportion to the Plenty cr 
Scarceneſs of that Commodity. As ther:- 
fore the Quantity of Exported Corn will be 
much more conſiderabie, upon taking off the 
Bounty, I hope our Superiors will imme— 
diately take oit that Lax, of all others the 
moſt preudiciai co the true Intereſt of Trade 
and our Country. But there is another Act 
of Pt, of which if I was to take no No- 
tice, I ſhould greatly betray my Ignorance 
with Regard to Farming and the true Intereſt 
of this Nation. is impoſſible to grow Corn 


without Manure ; and the Quantity of Manure 


will ever be proportionable to the Number of 


Cattle. But the A--t to which I reter prevents 
the Importation of great Cattle, &c. and 
deems it a Public Nuilance. I am not able, to 
any great Degree of Exactneſs, to aſcertain 
the Number of Bullocks brought annually 
out of 1/ ales and Scotland into the different 
Counties of England. Let us lay them 
upon an Average, at Sixty-Thouſand. If 
a Law however, was paſſed to prohibit the 
IFelch and Scotch from driving that Number 
of Cattle into Eugland, our Markets could 
not be ſupplied with Meat but upon very 
dear Terms. Experience has proved be- 
yond Contradiction, that the Act to prevent 
the Importation of Black Cattle from Ireland, 


has done this Iſland an irreparable Detri- 


ment. 


ter. 
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ment. Our Ships of War are ſometimes, 
and the Meſt-india-men that fail from our 
Weflern Parts, are almoſt always victualled 
at Cork, where Eighty-thouſand Hende of 
Cattle have been ſlaughtered annually, for 
ſeveral Years. * If that Act was repeal- 
ed, and free Liberty given to all Fo— 
reigners to land and expole their Cattle 
to Sale in this Kingdom, the Advantages 
ariſing from ſo general a Toleration would 
be great and numerous. Animal Food of 
every Sort would be much cheaper than it has 
been for many Years; The Farmer would 
be enabled to improve and enrich his Lands, 
and of Conſequence to grow much greater 
Quantities of Corn. And the five Millions, 
in common with their Fellow-ſubjects, would 
be furniſhed with Proviſions of every Kind, 
with Shoes, Soap, Candles, and the 
other Neceſſaries of Life upon cheap and 
ealy Terms. CGreat-Britain would be- 
come the Granary, would become the Gene- 
ral Mart, and the Envy of the whole 
World. 


I cannot forbear, in this Place, to expreſs 


my Aſtoniſhment and Concern at the Neg- 
lect 


And what a Detriment is it to Great-Br:tain, that 2 inve. 
terate Enemies the French, ſhould be ſupplied at this Market with 
Beef and other Proviſions upon ſuch eaty Terms? 


3 
le& with which this divine Science of Farm- 
ing, is treated, 


Hreszaxpry and Agriculture“ were for- 
merly the Study ot Heroes, of Stateſmen 
and of Kings. And if our Nobility and 
Gentry wouid turn their Thoughts this Way, 
and inſtead of training up Horſes, at an 
extravagant Fxpence, tor Newmarket, and 
other ſuch Places of Rendezvous, where 
nothing is to be learat but Gambling and a 
total Diſſolution of Manners, would inform 
themſelves about the beſt Methods of Farm- 
ing, and would then reduce that Knowlege 
into Practice by improving their own Eſtates, 
and by encouraging, their Tenants and Neigh- 
bours to follow their Examples, they could 
not fail of greatly enriching themfelves, and 
of doing their Country a moſt eſſential Ser- 
vice. They would ſecure the Eſteem and 
beſt Wiſhes of every Individual, who reaped 

any Benefit from their Example. 


Turk are few Men, who are not pleaſed 
with the Approbation and favourable Opi- 
nion of all thoſe who have any Knowlege of 
them. Nor are they to blame for deſiring it: 

And 


* Omrium autem rerum, ex quibus aliquid ecquiritur, ribil off 
Ax ricalturd meu, nihil uberizs, nibil dulctus, mi. Eomine, nib! 
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And if they uſe the beſt Endeavours to pro- 
mote the Happineis of their Fellow-crea- 
tures, as one of the principal Means pre- 
icribed by the Duty to ſecure their own, they 
will d-ferve, and in allibly gain the Love of 
all. and, which is ſuperior to all other Con- 
ſiderations, the Approbation of their own 
Minds and tis Favor, whoſe Friendſhip we 
can never forfeit but by our own Miſconduct. 
Though ſo many Objections have been urged 
with great Strength of Reaſon againſt Pa- 
tents, excluſive Companies, and Monopo- 
lies; though ſo many ſenſible Arguments 
have been offered in Favor of a free Trade, 


yet it would be conſidered as a palpable 


Omiſſion, if I did not in this Place, remind 
our G of the Expediency of annulling 
all Monopohes. 


Tux Experience of former Reigns, as 
well as the preſent, points out their de- 
ſtructive Tendencies, No ſooner did the 
Parliament, in the Reign of James the iſt, 
annul the Patent of the Spaniþ Company, 
but the Trade to Spain became the moſt con- 
ſiderable in the Kingdom. All other Trades, 
whenever they have been laid open, have in- 
creaſed in the ſame Manner. Witneſs the 
Trade to Germany and that to Africa. Our 
Trade, upon the other Hand, to all the 
| D Coun- 


un 
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Countries, where it is carried on by Exclu- 
ſive Companies, loſes Ground. 


Wurm there is a free and open Trade, 
private Adventurers, having many Rivals, 
will vend their Goods at a foreign Market, 
as Cheap as poſſible. But the cheaper they 
ſell, the greater will be the Demand tor their 
Commodities; and the greater the Demand, 
the greater the Advantage to the Public. 
They will alſo ſell the Goods they bring back, 
in lieu of their Exports, upon the cheapeſt 
Terms imaginable. When Trade is founded 
upon theſe rational and juſt Principles, the 
gains of the Individuals, who carry it on, 
will make them uſeful to the World, and 
happy to themſelves, 


Txt very Reverſe of this Reaſoning is 
true with Regard to the Monopoliſts. As 
they have no Rivals they will fell at immenſe 
Profits. But though they amaſs great Riches 
to themſelves, they impoveriſh their Fellow- 
ſubjects, and will be the ſpeedy, not to ſay 
the principal Cauſes of their Country's 
Ruin. | 


Tur great Oracle of the Law of England, 
gives the Senſe of Magna Charta about them 
in the following Words. It ſignifieth the 


Freedom 


: (27-7) 
Freedom the Subjects of England have. 
For Example, the Company of Merchant 
Taylors of England having Power by their 
Charter to make Ordinances, made an Or- 
dinance, that every Brother of the ſame So- 
cicty, ſhould put the one half of his Cloths 
to be dteſſed by ſome Cloth-workers, free of 
the fame Company, upon Pain to forfeit ten 
Shillings, &c. And it was adjudged that 
this Ordinance was againſt Law, becauſe it 
was againſt the Liberty of the Subject: For 
every Subject hath Freedom to put his Cloths 
to be dreſſed by whom he will, & fic de ſimi- 
libuß. And fo it is, if ſuch, or the like 
Grant had been made by his Letters Patent. 
So likewiſe, and for the fame Reaſon, if a 
Grant be made to any one to have ſole mak- 
ing of Cards, or the fole Dealing with any 
other Trade, that Grant is againſt the Liber- 
ty and Freedom of the Subject, that before 
did, or lawfully might have uſed that Trade, 
and conſequently againſt this great Charter. 
And all Monopolies are againſt this great 
Charter, becaule they are againſt the Liberty 
and Freedom of the Subject, and againſt the 
Law of the Land. 


I will here take upon me to add that the 
Sway of the moſt deſpotic Powers cannot 
poſſibly take off the Guilt of depriving Sub- 

| jects 
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jects of this natural Liberty or Freedom. 
T's to ſeize by Violence that which they have 
no Right. Tis an Act of the moſt flagrant 
Injuſtice; *tis an Extortion of the baſeſt 
Kind. Such Treatment does Diſhonor to 
human Nature; cauſes Diſorders that are eſ- 
ſentially immoral; obſtructs the Welfare of 
Society, and produces Anarchy and Contu- 
fion and all the other Train of Evils. *Tis 
utterly abhorrent from the Laws of Nature, 
tis entirely repugnant to the Laws of God. 


Ir you pay a due Regard to this fair Repre- 
ſentation of our Caſe; if you take proper 
Meaſures, and put Things upon a natural 


and right Footing, the State of our Affairs 
will ſoon aſſume a new and more agreeable 


Face. Having in the Courſe of this Repre- 
ſentation of the deplorable Caſe of the King- 
dom, alluded to ſeveral Laws that greatly 
diſtreſs us, I beg leave to make one general 
Obſervation upon Laus. 


Ir has long been a received Opinion that 
a * Multiplicity ot Laws, and a general Cor- 
ruption of Manners are inſeparable.+ But if 
there is any Country in the World, whoſe Laws 


have 
® Najirg h racy K Jinn; maps res , K Bovg Hex pos, 


t © The more Laws are multiplied, the more contemptible they 
become. To add Edict to Edict, Regulation to Regulation fc 
„ anly to introduce freſh Abules,” 
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have ſwelled to an incredible Number of Folio 
Volumes, and are moſt of them formed to 
perplex and involve the Inhabitants in Diffi- 
culties, the Legiflature cannot do that Coun- 
try 2 more ſignal Service, than by retrenching 
its ſuperfluous Laws, and retaining thoſe only 
that are founded upon the Nature and Rela- 
tion of Things, and are conducive to the 
Happinels of Society. Since the Morals of 
every People are faſhioned by their Laws, all 
Law-givers ſhould model their Laws in the 
moſt perfect Manner, ſo that they may ſecure 
the Freedom and Liberty of the Individuals, 
upon which the Safety and Honour of the 
Kingdom depend. *© If Legiſlators would 
« make Individuals obedient to the Laws of 
their Country, the Laws ſhould be calcu- 
ee lated to make them wile and happy; and 
« when Men have once ſeen the Rectitude 
„and Utility of the Laws, they will ſoon 
„ ſee the Neceſſity of loving and obeying 
« them.” 


I Krave often ſmiled to hear ignorant and 
pert Declaimers harangue upon the Excellen- 
cy of our Is, the very Abridgment of 
which will conſiſt of upwards of twenty Vo- 
lumes. Whether one Volume, of the Size of 
the King of Pruſſia's Code, would not much 
better anſwer the End, I ſubmit to the Judg- 


ment 
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ment of our Superiors. I will, however, 
preſume to aſſert, that a ſummary and more 
natural Method might, with great Eaſe, and 
much to the Emolument of the Public, be 
taken for the Recovery of Small Debts, and 
the adjuſting of Differences between Neigh- 
bours. Suppoſe Five or Six Perſons of Worth 
and Integrity were elected out of every Hun- 
dred, and that each of the Parties at Variance 
ſhould by Law be obliged to fix upon Two of 
theſe as the Patrons to whom the Deciſion of 
the Affair ſhould be ſubmitted. Whatever 
Quarrels or Diſputes could not be accommo- 
dated by thele Patruni ſhould by thera be re- 
ferred to a Third Perſon, by whole Opinion 
the Parties contending ſhould be determined. 
The Patroni, if this Opinion ſhould not be 
ſatisfactory to them, ſhould be at Liberty to 
draw up, and lay a true Repreſentation of the 
Cale, without Fee or Reward, Favour or Af- 
fection, before his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace at the Quarter Seſſions next enſuing. 
If the Juſtices ſhould unanimouſly approve of 
the Sentence of the Umpire, all Parties ſnould 
acquieſce in this Sentence. If not, there 
might ſtill be an Appeal from theſe inferior 
Courts to thoſe ſuperior Ones, ſuperintended 
by the Judges of the reſpective Circuit. If 
all litigious Caſes were thus fairly repreſented, 
were they amicably ended, without the Inter- 

poſition 
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rasen of thoſe peſts of Society, the Attor- 
nies, * private Property would be ſecured, 


Peace and Harmony reſtored. Numbers 
of Families would be preſerved from Ruin; 
our Morals would be more correct, not to ſay 
refined, our Religion would be revered 
and practiced. In former Times it was not 
an uncommon Thing for the General of an 
Army, or the Admiral of a Fleet, to conſi- 
der the Praiſes and Acclamations, the Love 
and Eſteem of his Fellow-Subjefts, as the 
greateſt Rewards that could be conferred upon 
him for the eminent Services he had done his 
Country. The Treaſure, how conſiderable 
ſoever, which he acquired by the Dint of his 
victorious Arm, he generouſly gave to defray 
the Expences of the War, and to leſſen the 
Weight of Taxes. To mention but one 
Inſtance P. Amilius, out of the Spoils 
taken from Perſeus, carried into the Public 
Treaſury ſuch immenſe Sums of Gold and 
Silver, that the Romans enjoyed an entire Ex- 
emption from Taxes for a long Courſe of 


Years: 


The Gentlemen of this Profeſſion are ſuppoſed to be 40000. 
They do not ſqueeze and extort leſs out of their Fellow -SubjeQs, 
than 200 J. a Year each upona Medium. How to ſave $000,000 J. 
to the Induftrious, and at the fame Time, to promote greater De- 
grees of Good-neighbourhood and Unanimity, ought not to be 
conſidered as a trifling Inquiry. Beſides, theſe very 40000 might 


then employ themſelves ſo as to be eminently ſerviceable to all Rank, 
of People, 
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Years. And one of the greateſt Writers of 
Antiquity pays him this juſt and fine Com- 
pliment upon the Occaſion. ut he carricd 
nothing into his own Houſe, except immortal 


Glory. * 


Ir our wiſe Laws + did not countenance 
and encourage a Practice diametrically oppo- 
ſite, we might, even in this degenerate Age, 
meet with ſome Inſtances of the like Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs. Nay, we have met with them; 
and therefore I cannot conclude this Pam- 
phlet without expreſſing, with the warmeſt 
Gratitude, my high Approbation of the ge- 
nerous and diſintereſted Intention of ſome 
truly honourable Perſonages, who have pro- 
poſed, in a very auguſt Aſſembly, to diſcharge, 
during the Time of War, the Duties of their 
reſpective Appointments under the Govern- 
ment without any pecuniary Reward what- 
ever. 1 ardently wiſh that our General Offi- 
cers, both by Sea and Land, may be inſpired 

with 

At tic nil Dewum ſuam frater Memoriam Nem:ni: immortalem 
. Tull. de Cf, 

+ fc long zsall the Merchant-Ships, that our Men of War can 


tice, are 25:6 ce the Property of the Captors, is it ever to be ex- 


expefred tha the Commanders of the King's Ships will exert them- 
ver to diff the Enemy, by engaging their Ships of War? No! 
V. + 14 Laws are calculated; whilſt Bountics are given to promote 
F and ſelrfh Views, the Intereſts of the Community will ever 
be ner Ged. Ard tho' a few Individual: amaſs great Riches, and 
pu. aſe to themſelves whole Countrics; yet the Public Cr.dit muſt 
F. „ 2c the Nation fall a Sacrifice. 
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with the ſame glorious Reſolution. The No- 
bility and Gentry, who alpire after Dignitics ; 
who take upon them the Command of our 
Fleets and Armies, ſhould conſider that Places 
of Truſt will never be Places of Honor, un- 
lets they arc filled up by Men of Integrity and 
conſcious Worth: They ſhould never climb 
up to Poſts of Eminence, to gratity the Ends 
of Pride, Covetouſneſs and Ambition, but 
with the noble and generous Deſign of aflert- 
ing the Rights and Liberties of their Fellow- 
Subjects, reſtoring their Country's Glory. 
And to excite them to heroic Actions and great 
Exploits, one may preſume to aſſure them 
that Courage and Application, diſtinguiſhed 
Merit and the Love of their Country, and 
not Parliamentary Intereſts or Regards that 
are inconſiſtent with the Welfare of the Pub- 
lic, will moſt effectually recommend them to 
the Notice and Favor of our Auguſt Sovereign 
and his illuſtrious Miniſter, and tecure to them 
the Love and Gratitude, the Affection and 
Eſteem of their Country. And if they are 
conſcious that they have deſerved theie ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt deſireable Proots of Approbation, 
they will enjoy a Pleaſure not to be expreſſed, 
and Senſations more exquiſite, delightful and 
refined than what can ariſe tron moſt other 
Conſiderations. 

But the Countels of the ableſt Stateſmen 
may be infatuated, and the braveſt Troops 
fighting under the Direction of the moſt ex- 
perienced Commanders may be deteared, un- 
lets We ſecure to Ourſelves the Protection of 
Heaven. 


L The 
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The Aids of Providence are the moſt con- 
dc rable Cauſes of Victory. But theſe Aids 
and Aſliſtances are poured upon Mankind ac - 
cording to their moral Ditpofitions. Five, 
who keep the Statutes of the Lord, ſhal! 
chaſe a Hundred ; and a Hundred ſhall put 
Len Thouſand to Flight. It then we would 
have our Counſels directed by the Spirit of 
Wiſdom, and our Forces, by Sca or Land, 
inſpired with Valor, Fortitude, and Prudence, 
let our Conduct approve itſelf to him, who 
is the Giver of all Victory, 

It we would entertain rational Tlopes of the 
Divine Favor and Aſſiſtance, it we would be 
victorious over our Enemies, and would pro- 
cure to ourſelves the Blelings of Peace and 


Plenty, we mult be victorious over ourſelves, 
we mull abandon our Vices; we muſt ſeaſon 


zur Hearts with a quit Senſe of religious 
Truths, and offer to God the Sacrifice of a 
good Lite. This will fight more for us than 
all our Fleets and Armies. Let our Lives 
then correſpond with the Faith we publickly 
profeſs, and God will fave us from our Ene- 
mies, and once more, render us a flouriſhing, 
fo: mie able and hap DY Pee. ole. 
F 7:0 £0 


—” —— — — — —- — 


E R R A 1 . 


Page 9, ct „ [ir uncewarded, read unwearicd. 

p' 12, I. II, % ferœ recuſant, read ferre tecuſent 
' 

[ i I 11 Me 1 4 me 3 —— 2 4 


BOOKS Printed for J. MIL LAN, 


By Permiſſion of the Right Honcurable the 
SECRETARY at WAR. 


i, 1. IST of the General and Field- 

Officers, as they rank in the Army; 
of the Officers in the ſeveral Regiments of 
Horſe, Dragoons, and Foot, on the Britiſh 
and Trip Eſtabliſhments, with the Dates of 
their Commiſſions, as they rank ineach Corps, 
and as they rank in the Army. To February 


4. 1 Syſtem of Parade and Camp. Diſci- 
pline, Garriſon Duty, Regulations for the 
Land Forces, Kane's Campaigns, and Mili- 
92 Hiſtory, from 1660 to 1757. 75. 64. 

Muller's Syſtem of Mathematics, Forti- 
fication, Artillery, Sc. Cuts, 6 vols. 1/. 16s. 

4. Returns Wes ly, Monthly, and Gene- 
ral. 


*:. Atteſtations, Furlough's, Diſcharges, 


5. New Pruſſian Field- Regulations, to TRY 
15 added. 4 Liſt of their Army, with the Num- 
ber in, and Uniforms of each Regiment, Se. 
65. or 75. 64. bound. 

6. 8 Regiſter of Court and City 
Offices, 25. 9d. 

. Signals and Flags of all Nations, Sc. 55. 

8. Coins, Weights and Meaſures of all Na- 
tions, Antient and Modern, 55. 

9. Tandon's French Grammar, to learn 
without a Maſter, the 4th Edition, 25. 


þ 
10. Warc's Palladio, Pocket Size, indy + 
engraved by him, 75. 64. 


11. Hancock on Liquors, Sc. 
12, Newton's Fluxions, 55. 


13 Sharpe's 


BOOKS Printed for J. MIL LAN. 


. 12. Sharpe's Engliſh, Hebrew, and Engliſh 
and Latin Grammars. 
14. Defence of Chriſtianity, 35. 
15. Letters from a Perſian ! in England, 4th 
Edition, 35. 
16. Admiral Blake” s Life, 25. bound. 
17. Military Hiſtory for 1756 and 1757, or 
Journals of Minorca, Bengal, and Oſwego. 
18. Smith's Carpenter's Companion, fine 
Cuts, 45. 
19. Hiſtory of Mathews and Leftock. from 
1741 to 1744, 3 vols. 1/. 15s. with Cuts. 
20. Seven large Plans of the Engagement 
of the ſaid Fleet, 105. 60. 
21. Succeſſion of all the Colonels to each 
Regiment, from their Riſe to 1758. 
22. Millan's Peerage of England, Scotland, 
N and Baronets, 155. 
. The ſame with the Coins and Sig- 
Wy inn 
24. Xenophon's Epheſian Hiſtory, 35. 
25. Langley's Gothic Architecture, with 
Rules, Proportions, Temples, Cc, 155. 
26. Inigo Jones's Deſigns for Chimnies, 
Ciclings, Temples, &c. 10s. 64. 
27. A s Cleomelia; Various Effects 
of Love, Se. 
28. Welch Fe * a new Treatiſe, 15. 
29. Hiſt. of Louiſiana, or New-France, 15. 
30. Duhald's Hiſt. of China, 4 vol. 1“. 
- I FANS 2, , % 355. 
. Houghton's Huſbandry, 4th. 
Newton upon Daniel, 75. 64. 
Langley on Bridges, 25. 
. Bonueval's Memoirs, 59. 
. Campbell's Memoirs, 55. 
Bradley's Works, 4 vol. Cuts 
State of England, 1588, 15. 61. 


